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5. I intend to (a) accelerate, to the extent
possible, the design and engineering phase of
the Chemistry and Metallurgy Research
Replacement (CMRR) building and the Urani-
um Processing Facility (UPF); and (b) request
full funding, including on a multi-year basis as
appropriate, for the CMRR building and the
UPF upon completion of the design and engi-
neering phase for such facilities.

6. It is the policy of the United States to con-
tinue development and deployment of United
States missile defense systems to defend
against missile threats from nations such as
North Korea and Iran, including qualitative
and quantitative improvements to such sys-
tems. As stated in the resolution, such systems
include all phases of the Phased Adaptive Ap-
proach to missile defenses in Europe, the mod-
ernization of the Ground-Based Midcourse
Defense system, and the continued develop-
ment of the two-stage Ground-Based Intercep-
tor as a technological and strategic hedge. As I
stated in my letter to the Senate of December

18, 2010, the United States believes that these
systems do not and will not threaten the strate-
gic balance with the Russian Federation. Con-
sequently, while the United States cannot cir-
cumscribe the sovereign rights of the Russian
Federation under paragraph 3 of Article XIV
of the Treaty, the United States believes con-
tinued improvement and deployment of Unit-
ed States missile defense systems do not con-
stitute a basis for questioning the effectiveness
and viability of the Treaty, and therefore would
not give rise to circumstances justifying the
withdrawal of the Russian Federation from the
Treaty.

The report called for in the sixth Condition
of the Resolution will be provided under sepa-
rate cover to the Committees on Armed Ser-
vices and Foreign Relations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 2, 2011.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 3, 2011

Thank you so much. To the cochairs, Jeff
and Ann; to all the Members of Congress who
are here; the distinguished guests who’ve trav-
eled so far to be here this morning; to Randall
for your wonderful stories and powerful
prayer; to all who are here providing testimo-
ny: Thank you so much for having me and Mi-
chelle here. We are blessed to be here.

I want to begin by just saying a word to
Mark Kelly who’s here. We have been praying
for Mark’s wife, Gabby Giffords, for many days
now. But I want Gabby and Mark and their en-
tire family to know that we are with them for
the long haul, and God is with them for the
long haul.

And even as we pray for Gabby in the after-
math of a tragedy here at home, we’re also
mindful of the violence that we’re now seeing
in the Middle East, and we pray that the vio-
lence in Egypt will end and that the rights and
aspirations of the Egyptian people will be real-

ized and that a better day will dawn over Egypt
and throughout the world.

For almost 60 years, going back to President
Eisenhower, this gathering has been attended
by our President. It’s a tradition that I’m proud
to uphold not only as a fellow believer, but as
an elected leader whose entry into public ser-
vice was actually through the church. This may
come as a surprise, for as some of you know, I
did not come from a particularly religious fam-
ily. My father, who I barely knew—I only met
once for a month in my entire life—was said to
be a nonbeliever throughout his life. 

My mother, whose parents were Baptist and
Methodist, grew up with a certain skepticism
about organized religion, and she usually only
took me to church on Easter and Christ-
mas—sometimes. And yet my mother was also
one of the most spiritual people that I ever
knew. She was somebody who was instinctively
guided by the Golden Rule and who nagged
me constantly about the homespun values of
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her Kansas upbringing, values like honesty and
hard work and kindness and fair play.

And it’s because of her that I came to under-
stand the equal worth of all men and all wom-
en and the imperatives of an ethical life and
the necessity to act on your beliefs. And it’s be-
cause of her example and guidance that despite
the absence of a formal religious upbringing,
my earliest inspirations for a life of service end-
ed up being the faith leaders of the civil rights
movement.

There was, of course, Martin Luther King
and the Baptist leaders, the ways in which they
helped those who had been subjugated to
make a way out of no way and transform a na-
tion through the force of love. But there were
also Catholic leaders like Father Theodore
Heshburgh and Jewish leaders like Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, Muslim leaders and
Hindu leaders. Their call to fix what was bro-
ken in our world, a call rooted in faith, is what
led me just a few years out of college to sign up
as a community organizer for a group of
churches on the South Side of Chicago. And it
was through that experience working with pas-
tors and laypeople, trying to heal the wounds
of hurting neighborhoods, that I came to know
Jesus Christ for myself and embrace Him as
my Lord and Savior. 

Now, that was over 20 years ago. And like all
of us, my faith journey has had its twists and
turns. It hasn’t always been a straight line. I
have thanked God for the joys of parenthood
and Michelle’s willingness to put up with me.
[Laughter] In the wake of failures and disap-
pointments, I’ve questioned what God had in
store for me and been reminded that God’s
plans for us may not always match our own
shortsighted desires. 

And let me tell you, these past 2 years, they
have deepened my faith. [Laughter] The Presi-
dency has a funny way of making a person feel
the need to pray. [Laughter] Abe Lincoln said,
as many of you know, “I have been driven to
my knees many times by the overwhelming
conviction that I had no place else to go.”
[Laughter]

Fortunately, I’m not alone in my prayers.
Pastor friends like Joel Hunter and T.D. Jakes

come over to the Oval Office every once in a
while to pray with me and pray for the Nation.
The chapel at Camp David has provided con-
sistent respite and fellowship. The Director of
our Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships office, Joshua DuBois—a young minister
himself—he starts my morning off with medi-
tations from Scripture. 

Most of all, I’ve got friends around the coun-
try—some who I know, some who I don’t
know, but I know they’re friends—who are out
there praying for me. One of them is an old
friend named Kaye Wilson. In our family we
call her Mama Kaye, and she happens to be
Malia and Sasha’s godmother. And she has or-
ganized prayer circles for me all around the
country. She started small with her own Bible
study group, but once I started running for
President and she heard what they were saying
about me on cable, she felt the need to pray
harder. [Laughter] By the time I was elected
President, she says, “I just couldn’t keep up on
my own.” [Laughter] “I was having to pray
eight, nine times a day just for you.” [Laughter]
So she enlisted help from around the country. 

It’s also comforting to know that people are
praying for you who don’t always agree with
you. Tom Coburn, for example, is here. He is
not only a dear friend, but also a brother in
Christ. We came into the Senate at the same
time. Even though we are on opposite sides of a
whole bunch of issues, part of what has bound
us together is a shared faith, a recognition that
we pray to and serve the same God. And I keep
praying that God will show him the light and he
will vote with me once in a while. [Laughter]
It’s going to happen, Tom. [Laughter] A ray of
light is going to beam down. [Laughter]

My Christian faith, then, has been a sustain-
ing force for me over these last few years. All
the more so, when Michelle and I hear our
faith questioned from time to time, we are re-
minded that, ultimately, what matters is not
what other people say about us, but whether
we’re being true to our conscience and true to
our God. “Seek first His kingdom and His righ-
teousness and all these things will be given to
you as well.”
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As I travel across the country, folks often ask
me what is it that I pray for. And like most of
you, my prayers sometimes are general: “Lord,
give me the strength to meet the challenges of
my office.” Sometimes, they’re specific: “Lord,
give me patience as I watch Malia go to her
first dance—[laughter]—where there will be
boys.” [Laughter] “Lord, have that skirt get
longer as she travels to that dance.” [Laughter]

But while I petition God for a whole range
of things, there are a few common themes that
do recur. The first category of prayer comes
out of the urgency of the Old Testament
prophets and the Gospel itself. I pray for my
ability to help those who are struggling. Chris-
tian tradition teaches that one day the world
will be turned right side up and everything will
return as it should be. But until that day, we’re
called to work on behalf of a God that chose
justice and mercy and compassion to the most
vulnerable. 

We’ve seen a lot of hardship these past 2
years. Not a day passes when I don’t get a let-
ter from somebody or meet someone who’s out
of work or lost their home or without health
care. The story Randall told about his fa-
ther—that’s a story that a whole lot of Ameri-
cans have gone through over these past couple
of years. 

Sometimes, I can’t help right away. But
sometimes, what I can do to try to improve the
economy or to curb foreclosures or to help deal
with the health care system—sometimes, it
seems so distant and so remote, so profoundly
inadequate to the enormity of the need. And it
is my faith, then, that biblical injunction to
serve the least of these, that keeps me going
and that keeps me from being overwhelmed.
It’s faith that reminds me that despite being
just one very imperfect man, I can still help
whoever I can, however I can, wherever I can,
for as long as I can, and that somehow God will
buttress these efforts. 

It also helps to know that none of us are
alone in answering this call. It’s being taken up
each and every day by so many of you—back
home, your churches, your temples and syna-
gogues, your fellow congregants—so many
faith groups across this great country of ours. 

I came upon a group recently called “chari-
ty: water,” a group that supports clean water
projects overseas. This is a project that was
started by a former nightclub promoter named
Scott Harrison, who grew weary of living only
for himself and feeling like he wasn’t following
Christ as well as he should. 

And because of Scott’s good work, “charity:
water” has helped 1.7 million people get access
to clean water. And in the next 10 years, he
plans to make clean water accessible to a hun-
dred million more. That’s the kind of promot-
ing we need more of, and that’s the kind of
faith that moves mountains. And there’s stories
like that scattered across this room of people
who’ve taken it upon themselves to make a dif-
ference.

Now, sometimes, faith groups can do the
work of caring for the least of these on their
own; sometimes, they need a partner, whether
it’s in business or government. And that’s why
my administration has taken a fresh look at the
way we organize with faith groups, the way we
work with faith groups through our Office of
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 

And through that office, we’re expanding
the way faith groups can partner with our Gov-
ernment. We’re helping them feed more kids
who otherwise would go hungry. We’re helping
fatherhood groups get dads the support they
need to be there for their children. We’re
working with nonprofits to improve the lives of
people around the world. And we’re doing it in
ways that are aligned with our constitutional
principles. And in this work, we intend to ex-
pand it in the days ahead, rooted in the notions
of partnership and justice and the imperatives
to help the poor.

Of course, there are some needs that re-
quire more resources than faith groups have at
their disposal. There’s only so much a church
can do to help all the families in need, all those
who need help making a mortgage payment or
avoiding foreclosure or making sure their child
can go to college. There’s only so much that a
nonprofit can do to help a community rebuild
in the wake of disaster. There’s only so much
the private sector will do to help folks who are
desperately sick get the care that they need. 
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And that’s why I continue to believe that in a
caring and in a just society, government must
have a role to play; that our values, our love,
and our charity must find expression not just in
our families, not just in our places of work and
our places of worship, but also in our Govern-
ment and in our politics.

Over the past 2 years, the nature of these
obligations, the proper role of government has
obviously been the subject of enormous con-
troversy. And the debates have been fierce as
one side’s version of compassion and commu-
nity may be interpreted by the other side as an
oppressive and irresponsible expansion of the
state or an unacceptable restriction on individ-
ual freedom.

And that’s why a second recurring theme in
my prayers is a prayer for humility. Now, God
answered this prayer for me early on by having
me marry Michelle. [Laughter] Because wheth-
er it’s reminding me of a chore undone or ques-
tioning the wisdom of watching my third foot-
ball game in a row on Sunday, she keeps me
humble. [Laughter]

But in this life of politics, when debates have
become so bitterly polarized and changes in
the media lead so many of us just to listen to
those who reinforce our existing biases, it’s
useful to go back to Scripture to remind our-
selves that none of us has all the an-
swers—none of us—no matter what our politi-
cal party or our station in life. 

The full breadth of human knowledge is like
a grain of sand in God’s hands. And there are
some mysteries in this world we cannot fully
comprehend. As it’s written in Job: “God’s
voice thunders in marvelous ways. He does
great things beyond our understandings.”

The challenge I find, then, is to balance this
uncertainty, this humility, with the need to
fight for deeply held convictions, to be open to
other points of view but firm in our core prin-
ciples. And I pray for this wisdom every day.

I pray that God will show me and all of us
the limits of our understanding and open our
ears and our hearts to our brothers and sisters
with different points of view, that such remind-
ers of our shared hopes and our shared dreams
and our shared limitations as children of God

will reveal the way forward that we can travel
together.

And the last recurring theme, one that binds
all prayers together, is that I might walk closer
with God and make that walk my first and most
important task.

In our own lives, it’s easy to be consumed by
our daily worries and our daily concerns. And it
is even easier at a time when everybody is
busy, everybody is stressed, and every-
body—our culture—is obsessed with wealth
and power and celebrity. And often it takes a
brush with hardship or tragedy to shake us out
of that, to remind us of what matters most. 

We see an aging parent wither under a long
illness, or we lose a daughter or a husband in
Afghanistan, we watch a gunman open fire in a
supermarket, and we remember how fleeting
life can be. And we ask ourselves how have we
treated others, whether we’ve told our family
and friends how much we love them. And it’s
in these moments, when we feel most intensely
our mortality and our own flaws and the sins of
the world, that we most desperately seek to
touch the face of God. 

So my prayer this morning is that we might
seek His face not only in those moments, but
each and every day; that every day as we go
through the hustle and bustle of our lives,
whether it’s in Washington or Hollywood or any-
where in between, that we might every so often
rise above the here and now, and kneel before
the Eternal; that we might remember, Kaye, the
fact that those who wait on the Lord will soar on
wings like eagles, and they will run and not be
weary, and they will walk and not faint.

When I wake in the morning, I wait on the
Lord, and I ask Him to give me the strength to
do right by our country and its people. And
when I go to bed at night, I wait on the Lord,
and I ask Him to forgive me my sins and look
after my family and the American people and
make me an instrument of His will. 

I say these prayers hoping they will be an-
swered, and I say these prayers knowing that I
must work and must sacrifice and must serve
to see them answered. But I also say these
prayers knowing that the act of prayer itself is a
source of strength. It’s a reminder that our
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time on Earth is not just about us, that when
we open ourselves to the possibility that God
might have a larger purpose for our lives,
there’s a chance that somehow, in ways that we
may never fully know, God will use us well.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, and
may He bless this country that we love.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Rep. Jefferson B. Miller and for-
mer Rep. Ann Kirkpatrick, cochairs of the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast; and screenwriter Ran-
dall Wallace.

Remarks at Pennsylvania State University in University Park, Pennsylvania
February 3, 2011

The President. Thank you, Nittany Li-
ons! Thank you. Thank you so much. Please
have a seat. Have a seat.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Oh, I love you back. Thank

you. It’s great to be here. It is good to be back
in Happy Valley. It’s good to be back at Penn
State. I want to say, first of all, thank you to
Graham Spanier, your president; Elizabeth
Goreham, the mayor of State College. Con-
gressman Glenn Thompson is here.

I met this guy—I hadn’t heard of him be-
fore, but apparently, he coaches your football
team—Joe Paterno is in the house.

And one last introduction I want to make.
Some of you know I have these military aides.
They go with me everywhere. They’re from
each branch of our Armed Services. They’re
the ones who carry the football. You’ve heard
of that? So they’re really important guys. Well,
it just so happens that the military aide with
me today is Mr. Sam Price, lieutenant colonel
in the Air Force, happens to be Penn State
class of ’95. So I want to—[applause]—Lieu-
tenant Price, right here. So we’ve got some Li-
ons who are taking care of business on Air
Force One as well as here on campus.

Now, last week, I visited a small town in
Wisconsin that was right next to Green Bay. So
in the spirit of fairness, I’ve come to Pennsylva-
nia, not too far from the center of Steeler Na-
tion, to wish Steelers fans good luck in the Su-
per Bowl too.

Two years ago, I stole one of the team’s own-
ers, Dan Rooney, to be our Ambassador to Ire-
land. So I’ve got some love for the Steelers. I al-
so am aware, though, that this State splits up a
little bit, so I suspect there may be a few Eagles

fans. You’re with us Bears fans—[laugh-
ter]—sitting at home, watching. [Laughter]

But that small town in Wisconsin and the
Borough of State College have something else
in common besides championship football
teams. These are places where the future will
be won. These are the places where the new
jobs and the world’s best businesses will take
root, right here in State College, right here in
Pennsylvania.

And in the short term, obviously, we’ve got
to focus on the devastation that occurred be-
cause of this recession over the last 2 years.
And the best thing we can do to speed up eco-
nomic growth is to make sure that people and
businesses have more money to spend. And
that’s exactly what the tax cut that we passed in
December is doing. Because Democrats and
Republicans came together, Americans’ pay-
checks will be a little bit bigger this year and
businesses will be able to write off their invest-
ments and companies will grow and jobs will
be created. That’s all good in the short term.

But the reason I wanted to come here to
Penn State is to talk about the long term. The
reason I wanted to talk to young people is to
talk about the future and how we’re going to
win it.

If we want to make up for the millions of
jobs that were lost in this recession, but more
importantly, if we want to make sure that
America is still a place where you can make it if
you try, where you can go as far as hard work
and big dreams will take you, then we’re going
to have to make some serious decisions about
our long-term economic health at a time when
we’re facing stiff competition from other na-
tions for jobs and industries of our time.
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